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Aims. To systematically review studies from Irish prisons that estimate the prevalence of major mental illness, alcohol and
substance misuse, and homelessness at the time of committal.

Methods. Healthcare databases were searched for studies quantifying the point prevalence for each outcome of interest.
Searches were augmented by scanning of bibliographies and searches of governmental and non-governmental websites.
Proportional meta-analyses were completed for each outcome.

Results. We found eight, six and five studies quantifying the point prevalence of major mental illness, substance misuse,
and homelessness respectively. Considerable heterogeneity was found for each subgroup (except psychosis where sub-
stantial heterogeneity was observed) and random effects models were used to calculate pooled percentages. The pooled
percentage for psychotic disorder was 3.6% [95% confidence interval (CI) 3.0-4.2%], for affective disorder
4.3% (95% CI 2.1-7.1%), for alcohol use disorder 28.3% (95% CI 19.9-37.4%), for substance use disorder 50.9% (95% CI
37.6-64.2%) and for those who were homeless on committal 17.4% (95% CI 8.7-28.4%).
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Abstract

Purpose - While individuals with an intellectual disability form a significant minority in the worldwide prison
population, their healthcare needs require specialist attention. In Ireland, services for prisoners with
intellectual disabilities need development. However, there is little substantive data estimating the prevalence
of intellectual disabilities within the Irish prison system. The paper aims to discuss these issues.
Design/methodology/approach — The authors systematically review published data relating to the
prevalence of intellectual disabilities in prisons in the Republic of Ireland. The authors searched four
databases, governmental websites and corresponded with experts.

Findings - Little published data were elicited from searches except for one nationwide cross-sectional
survey which reflected a higher prevalence than reported in international studies. Studies from forensic
mental health populations are narrated to contextualise findings.

Originality/value — This study found that there is litfle data to accurately estimate the prevalence of
intellectual disabilities in the Irish prison system and the limited data available suggests that this is likely to be
higher than international estimates. The authors highlight the need for further research to accurately estimate
prevalence in this jurisdiction, alongside the need to develop screening and care pathways for prisoners with
an intellectual disability.
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Abstract

Purpose — The purpose of this paper is to study the demographic, clinical characteristics and outcomes for
those prisoners referred to secondary mental healthcare in a regional Irish prison and the proportion of
indlividuals diverted subsequently from prison to psychiatric settings.

Design/methodology/approach — The authors conducted a retrospective review of 130 successive
psychiatric assessment case records at a regional mixed gender prison serving six southern Irish counties.
The authors analysed demographics, clinical characteristics and outcomes. Where diversion out of prison
was undertaken, Dangerousness, Understanding, Recovery and Urgency Manual (DUNDRUM) scores were
retrospectively completed to assess security need.

Findings — In total, 8.6 per cent of all committals from liberty were referred by a general practitioner and
8.1 per cent subsequently assessed by the visiting psychiatrist. Predominantly, these were young males
charged with a violent offence. In all, 42.2 per cent of those assessed by secondary care were diagnosed with
a substance misuse disorder and 21.1 per cent with a personality disorder. In total, 20.3 per cent suffered
from a psychotic disorder and 10.6 per cent with an affective disorder. Of those seen by psychiatric services,
51.2 per cent required psychotropic medication, 29.2 per cent required psychological input and
59.3 per cent required addiction counselling. In all, 10.6 per cent of those assessed were diverted from
prison, the majority to approved centres. Mean DUNDRUM-1 scores suggested that those referred to high
and medium secure hospitals were appropriately placed, whereas those diverted to open wards would have
benefited from a low secure/intensive care setting.

Originality/value — The multifaceted need set of those referred strengthens the argument for the provision of
multidisciplinary mental healthcare into prisons. The analysis of security needs for those diverted from prisons
supports the need for Intensive Care Regional Units in Ireland.
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FROM NOWHERE TO NOWHERE. HOMELESSNESS AND INCARCERATION: A SYSTEMATIC
REVIEW AND META-ANALYSIS. BASHIR, A MOLONEY N, EL-ZAIN M, KELLY BD, DUNNE CP
& GULATI.G. INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF PRISONER HEALTH 2021 (IN PRESS)

Study Cases Total Prevalence 95% C.1.

Fedock et al (2013) 68.000 622 0.1093 [0.0859; 0.1351]
DeCou (1998) 46.200 140 0.3300 [0.2543; 0.4103]
Michaels et a (1992) 64.285 299 0.2150 [0.1702; 0.2635]
AIHW (2018) 264.990 803 0.3300 [0.2979; 0.3629]
McNiel et al (2005) 2936.000 18335 0.1601 [0.1549; 0.1655]
Greenberg & Rosenheck (2008) 304.000 17565 0.0173 [0.0154; 0.0193]
McCarthy et al (2016) 33.000 240 0.1375 [0.0966; 0.1842]
Greenberg & Rosenheck (2008) 185.000 6462 0.0286 [0.0247; 0.0328]
Chen et al (2013) 312.000 743 0.4199 [0.3846; 0.4556]
O'Neill et al (2016) 1136.000 4304 0.2639 [0.2509; 0.2772]
Arriola et al (2015) 248.000 438 0.5662 [0.5195; 0.6123]
Humphreys et al (2018) 54.000 101 0.5347 [0.4366; 0.6314]
Chodos et al (2014) 112.000 247 0.4534 [0.3917; 0.5159]
Duffy et al (2006) 28.000 437 0.0641 [0.0429; 0.0891]
Davoren et al (2015) 123.000 426 0.2887 [0.2466; 0.3327]
Seymour & Costello (2005) 60.000 241 0.2490 [0.1963; 0.3056]
Linehan et al (2005) 49416 232 0.2130 [0.1625; 0.2682]

Random effects model 51635 0.2341 [0.1571; 0.3212]

-1 -0.5 0 0.5
Prevalence of Initial Homelessneg

Study Cases Total Prevalence 95% C.I.

Fedock et al (2013) 67.000 625 0.1072 [0.0841; 0.1327]
AIHW (2018) 433.620 803 0.5400 [0.5054; 0.5744]
Vitelli (1993) 43.000 110 0.3909 [0.3015; 0.4841]
Chen et al (2013) 237.000 743 0.3190 [0.2859; 0.3530]
Linehan et al (2005) 46.168 232 0.1990 [0.1500; 0.2530]

Random effects model 2513 0.2994 [0.1593; 0.4619]

-1 -0.5 0 0.5
Prevalence of Homelessness at Discharge
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Abstract

Aim

It is generally accepted that certain people who are mentally ill and have contact with the criminal justice system should be diverted to
psychiatric care rather than imprisoned. We sought to comment on priorities relating to the development of diversion services in Ireland
through comparison with developments in a neighbouring jurisdiction.

Methods

A comparative review was undertaken in relation to the provision for psychiatric diversion across the offender pathway in Ireland and
England and Wales. This included legal and service related considerations.

Results

In both jurisdictions, services show significant geographical variability. While developments in England and Wales have focussed on the
broader offender pathway, diversion services in Ireland are chiefly linked to imprisonment. There is little or no specialist psychiatric ex-
pertise available to Gardai in Ireland. Prison In-reach and Court Liaison Services (PICLS) are developing in Ireland but expertise and re-
sourcing are variable geographically. There is a lack of Intensive Care Regional Units (ICRU) in Ireland, in sharp contrast with the avail-
ability of Intensive Care and Low Secure Units in England and Wales. There is limited scope to divert to hospital at sentencing stage in
the absence of a ‘hospital order’ provision in Irish legislation.

Conclusions

Three areas in the development of Irish diversion services should be prioritised. Firstly, the provision of advice and assistance to Gardai
at arrest, custody and initial court hearing stages. Secondly, legislative reform to remove barriers to diverting remand prisoners and fa-
cilitating hospital disposal on sentencing. Thirdly, an urgent need to develop of ICRU's (Intensive Care Regional Units) to facilitate provi-

sion of appropriate care by local mental health services.
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ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: The prevalence of intellectual disabilities amongst adult prisoners in Ireland is higher than international esti-
UNCRPD mates. There is little evidence that the development of diversion services has impacted such prevalence. The
Intellectual disabilities authors argue that Ireland's ratification of the UNCRPD presents a timely opportunity to address this problem

fﬁlsonj through an awareness programme aimed at frontline law enforcement officials.
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Table 1. Pre- and post-training mean Likert scores

Pre-training (n = 10)  Post-training (n = 11)
[Mean (s.0.)] [Mean (s.0.)]

Question 1: 49 (1.5) 7.9 (14)
I have an understanding of what autistic spectrum disorder is

Question 2: 47 (1.7) 83(16)
[ understand the common difficulties those with autistic spectrum
disorder experience

Question 3: 41@2.0) 9.8 (14)
I feel I know strategies to help me communicate with those who
have autistic spectrum disorders

Question 4: 422 8.8(13)
I know how to approach those who are experiencing a ‘meltdown’

Question 5: 75 (1.6) 8.8(12)
This training will help me in my day-to-day work

MURPHY, V., KELLEHER, M., & GULATI, G. LETTER TO THE EDITOR (AUTISM AWARENESS
TRAINING FOR AN GARDA SIOCHANA). IRISH JOURNAL OF PSYCHOLOGICAL

MEDICINE, 35 (4), 345-346 (2017).
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Keywords: It is well established internationally that there is a high prevalence of intellectual disability (ID) among people in

Intellectual disabilities police custody. Some people with ID may face particular challenges in negotiating the forensic formalities

Police . adopted by police at the pre-trial stage of the criminal process. These challenges need to be acknowledged and

Law enforcement official mitigated through appropriate procedural safeguards in order to, at once, preserve the fact-finding accuracy of

United Nations' convention on the rights of T : ST S : : S : :

S e criminal investigations and minimise the risk of securing a wrongful conviction. And yet, despite the formative

persons with disabilities ? : : : ; . 2
role which pre-trial procedures exert over the trajectory of proceedings, little is known about the experiences of
people with ID during their initial interaction with law enforcement officers. In an attempt to address this
research lacuna, we reviewed six databases systematically to identify studies that explore such experiences.
Seven studies with a total of 1199 participants were identified. Frequently, participants with ID describe chal-
lenges in police custody, experiencing particular difficulties in understanding and communicating information.
They report a paucity of appropriate supports generally in this setting and an unmet need for the provision of
procedural and emotional supports. Consistent implementation of legal safeguards is necessary, along with
consistent availability of accessible practical measures to support people with ID within the criminal justice
system.
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: There is a high prevalence of people with intellectual disability (ID) among those in police custody.

Intellectual disabilities Consequently, law enforcement officers (LEOs) at the frontline of the criminal justice system are commonly

Police required to interact with people who have ID. Notwithstanding the frequency of these interactions, research

Law enfof‘fement officer indicates that police exchanges with persons with ID frequently take place against a backdrop of tenuously-

Xlﬁli?:gaNbgiiths' i e et resourced disability awareness training. At the time of writing, a paucity of research data exists with respect to

hersans it disabilitles the experiences of LEOs operating within this training vacuum at an international level. A better understanding
of their experiences could meaningfully inform research, training and improve support programmes for LEO's.
We systematically reviewed six databases to identify studies published up to 1st December 2019 reporting the
experience of LEOs interfacing with suspects who have an ID. Following a review of 670 abstracts, 16 studies
were identified from five countries involving 983 LEOs. LEOs identified 1) a need for specialised training; 2)
challenges in identifying people with ID; 3) a need to improve safeguards and 4) challenges in supporting/
communicating with individuals who have ID through the investigation process.
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Background: People with intellectual disabilities (PWID) are over-represented in criminal justice systems globally.
This over-representation reveals itself at once in the demographic make-up of prison populations, as well as those
detained in police settings as suspects of crime. While it is well-established in international literature that in-
dividuals who find themselves in the latter scenario face particular challenges in negotiating the forensic for-
malities routinely followed by the police at the pre-trial stage of criminal proceedings on account of their
impairments, the specific difficulties experienced by PWID as suspects within Ireland’s criminal justice system
has yet to be explained, or indeed, understood. In seeking to address this research lacuna, this paper yields an
account of a qualitative study which was aimed at identifying the unique challenges which PWID face in their
interactions with Law Enforcement Officials (LEOs) in Ireland.

Aims: This study aimed to elicit perspectives across a range of disciplines with regard to barriers for PWID
interacting with LEOs in Ireland, and sought viewpoints on the content of a proposed awareness programme.
Methods: A survey using purposive sampling was used to elicit viewpoints from people from representative or-
ganisations for PWID, people working with voluntary organisations for PWID, healthcare professionals working
with PWID and professionals from the criminal justice system (including members of An Garda Siochana, law-
yvers, members of the Irish judiciary and officials within the Airport Police). Data were anonymised at the point of
collection. Qualitative thematic analysis was conducted to extract themes based on the data retrieved through
the survey.

Results: Ninety-five (n — 95) responses were received from individuals reporting a cumulative experience of 1537
person-years. Respondents identified themselves as members of one of three groups; people working in a
voluntary or representative organisation for PWID (n = 42, 44.2%); people working in healthcare (n = 31,
32.6%); and people working in law enforcement (n = 22, 23.1%). Three themes were identified from the
qualitative thematic analysis. The first theme, “Barriers to Communication”, identified challenges which PWID
and LEO experience in their mutual interactions and communications with one another. The second theme,
“Building Awareness and Skills”, identified elements of an ID awareness programme for LEOs. The third theme,
“Institutional and System Change”, identified possible lines of innovation with respect to contemporary police
practice and the availability of supports for both PWID and the LEOs who work with them.
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What is the role of doctors in respect of suspects with
mental health and intellectual disabilities in police
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People with severe mental illness and intellectual disabilities are overrepresented in the criminal justice system worldwide and this
is also the case in Ireland. Following Ireland’s ratification of the United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of People with
Disabilities in 2018, there has been an increasing emphasis on ensuring access to justice for people with disabilities as in
Article 13. For people with mental health and intellectual disabilities, this requires a multi-agency approach and a useful point
of intervention may be at the police custody stage. Medicine has a key role to play both in advocacy and in practice. We suggest
a functional approach to assessment, in practice, and list key considerations for doctors attending police custody suites. Improved
training opportunities and greater resources are needed for general practitioners and psychiatrists who attend police custody suites
to help fulfill this role.

Received 28 November 2020; Revised 27 February 2021; Accepted 09 March 2021

Key words: Forensic, intellectual disabilities, mental illness, police, Garda.




SUMMARY

* DIVERSION FROM POLICE CUSTODY?

® "RESPONSIBLE ADULT"
* ADVOCACY

®* ACCESS TO A SOLICITOR?
®* BARRIERS TO DIVERSION FROM PRISON?Z
* STIGMA?

®* EQUIVALENCE OF CARE?

* HUMAN RIGHTS?

OF PERS IS

WITH DISABILITIES



UNIVERSITY OF | Scoil an Leighis

LIMERICK | school of Medicine

OLLSCOIL LUIMNIGH

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

« Professor Colum Dunne, UL

« Professor Shane Kilcommins, UL
 Dr Alan Cusack, UL

« Professor Brendan Kelly, TCD

« Dr John Bogue, NUIG

* Dr Anne O Connor, NUIG

« Dr Val Murphy, UCC

« Dr Darius Whelan, UCC

« Mr Barry Lynch, Inclusion Ireland
« Professor Walter Cullen, UCD

« Dr Cliona McGovern, UCD

* Dr Elizabeth Fistein, Univ. Cambridge



